Their mother, Elizabeth Heywood, was the daughter of
Heywood the epigrammatist, and was descended from
Judge Rastall, brother-in-law of Henry VIIPs great
,Lord Chancellor, Sir Thomis More. She was a firm
adherent of the Romish faith, and John and his brother
and sisters were brought up in that religion.
At the early age of eleven, he was sent to the University
of Oxford, ami entered a Commoner of Hart Hall. Of
what work he did there, what subjects he read, and how
'he spent his time, we have no record. All we know is that
after spending three years at Oxford, he removed to
Trinity College, Cambridge* At neither University, we
are told, did he take his degree, on account of the avmt-
ness of his friends to some parts of the oath that is always
tendered at these times. This refers, of course, to the fact
that the oath was naturally unpleasmg to Roman
Catholics. It appears probable, however, th^t at some
later date he did take his degree, since in 1610 he was
incorporated M,A. of Oxford, being already M,A, of
Cambridge*

In 1592 Donne was entered at Lincoln's Inn, having
previously become a member of the long defunct Thavies*
Inn, The next five years were passed both in legal study
and in writing poems - most of the Songs and Sonnets,
the Elegies and the earliest Satires having been c&mpoitd